Opoho Presbyterian Church

opohochurch.org
28 December 2025 — First Sunday after Christmas

Welcome!

Whether you come often, haven'’t been for a while or you 're new,
we are glad you are here today. We are all one in God.
Everyone here is seeking to know God better,
and we’re glad you have joined us on this journey.
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The Flight into Egypt detail from an 1871 wmdow in Chalmers Church Morn1ngs1de
Edinburgh (photograph by Graham Gibb) — note the pyramids in the left of the picture

Offerings of money for the work of this parish, money for the
Dunedin Night Shelter, and goods for Presbyterian Support’s Food Bank
may be left in the offering bag, dish, or basket (as appropriate)
on the trolley near the door, either before or after the service.
Offerings may also be made electronically — ask to talk to our Treasurer.

Please consult the Minister or worship leader
before taking photographs or other recordings during a service,
in accordance with the church media policy displayed in the Morrison Lounge.



http://opohochurch.org/

Welcome

Greeting
Kia noho a Thowa ki a koutou. The Lord be with you.
Ma Thowa koe e manaaki. The Lord bless you.

Call to Worship
We gather to worship the Word made flesh,
who fled from the anger of human powers into Egypt.
The God we worship was a refugee.
We remember the children,
from the time of Christ to today,
caught in the cross-fires of fear and greed.
The God we worship was a refugee.
We gather to dream and build a better world
where all children grow up, all exiles return home.
The God we worship was a refugee.

Hymn words Christina Georgina Rossetti, tune Gartan WOV 243(1)

Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
star and angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, Love divine;
worship we our Jesus:

but wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token;

love be yours and love be mine,
love to God and others,

love for plea and gift and sign.

Prayer



Prayer of Confession

The Peace
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
(Matthew 5:9).
Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou.
May the peace of Christ be with you.
A ki a koe ano hoki. And also with you.
We exchange a sign of peace with each other.

Community Time — welcome, notices, anniversaries
Birthday greetings today,
May God bless you we pray,
Live for Jesus dear [name or friends],
may he guide you always.

Chat Time Stepping Stones — A Refugee Family’s Journey
by Maigret Ruurs

Hymn words © Shirley Erena Murray, Hope Publishing Company,
tune Cradle Song WOV 644

Away and in danger,
no hope of a bed,

the refugee children,
no tears left to shed
look up at the night sky
for someone to know
that refugee children
have no place to go.

The babies are crying,
their hunger awakes,

the boat 1s too loaded,

1t shudders and breaks;
humanity's wreckage

1s thrown out to die,

the refugee children

will never know why. ...



Come close, little children,
we hold out our hand

in rescue and welcome

to shores of our land —

in aroha, touching

your fear and your pain,
with dreams for your future
when peace comes again.

Please remain standing for the Offertory Prayer.

Offering
God of refuge and promise, even when the world
makes no room, even when fear seems stronger than hope,
you are with us. In the flight to Egypt, in the cries of grief,
in the fragile beginnings of new life, you make a way.
Receive these gifts, O God, as signs of our willingness
to make room for your kingdom among us.
Use what we bring — not just our gifts, but our time,
our voices, our compassion — to heal what is broken,
to protect the vulnerable, and to embody your saving love.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Bible Reading Matthew 2:13-23
This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Praise to Christ the Word.

Reflection Jesus the Refugee
A space of quiet

Hymn words © David Bjorlin, tune Noel Nouvelet CH4 360

Build a longer table, not a higher wall,

feeding those who hunger, making room for all.
Feasting together, stranger turns to friend,

Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end.



Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail;

where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail.
For any place where justice is denied,

Christ will break the jail walls, freeing all inside.

Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence.

Love protects all people, sparing no expense.
When we embrace compassion more than fear,
Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here.

When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad,
Christ became our doorway to the reign of God.
So must our tables welcome those who roam.
None can be excluded; all must find a home.

Intercessory Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.

Hymn words Isaac Watts, tune Antioch WOV 224

Joy to the world! the Lord is come;

let earth receive her king;

let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.



Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns;

let all their songs employ;

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders of his love.

Blessing

The Grace (said to each other)
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.
(Sung) Amen.

Use of all music from sources other than With One Voice
1s licensed under the copyright licence CCLI 239741.

Everyone is welcome to stay for morning tea —
through the door at the back of the church.

Today’s service was brought to you by
Leading the Service: Benjamin Thew
Door Duty: Jane Bloore and Gregor Macaulay
Music: David Murray Readings: Christine Cleugh
Prayers: John Roxborogh
Sound and Data Projector: John Roxborogh
Morning Tea: Christine Cleugh
Church and Hall Cleaning: Miriam Vollweiler and Chris Young




Opportunities for ministry week ending 4 January
Door Duty: Philip and Shona Somerville
Music: David Murray Readings: David Murray
Sound and Data Projector: Benjamin Thew
Morning Tea: Judy Rodda
Church Cleaning: Andrew Smith Hall Cleaning: Daniel Larsen

Parish Clerk: Hamish Spencer 021 279 7986 opohoclerk@gmail.com
Minister: The Rev. Clare Lind 021 0276 1962
opohominister@gmail.com

The Flight into Egypt, from The Life of the Virgin (1511)
by Albrecht Diirer (1471-1528, German) — see Matthew 2:13-23
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https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search?q=Albrecht+D%C3%BCrer&searchField=ArtistCulture

Coming Events at Opoho Presbyterian Church

4 January ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Russell Thew,
Communion

11 January ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Mary Somerville

18 January ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Abby Smith

20 January ~ Tuesday

Material due for February Opoho Signal

22 January ~ Thursday

Borer treatment of church, Morrison Lounge,
and hall — no part of buildings to be entered from
9 p.m. Wednesday 21 January to 9 p.m. Friday
23 January

25 January ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind

27 January ~ Tuesday

7 p.m.: Writers’ Group, Morrison Lounge

31 January ~ Saturday

9 a.m.-12 noon: Parish Council retreat, Morrison
Lounge

1 February ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind,
Communion

6 February ~ Friday

Waitangi Day — public holiday

8 February ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Meegan Cloughley

10 February ~ Tuesday

7.30 p.m.: Christian Development Committee,
Morrison Lounge

11 February ~ Wednesday

7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance Committee,
Morrison Lounge

12 February ~ Thursday

2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison Lounge

15 February ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind

20 February ~ Friday

Material due for March Opoho Signal

22 February ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind, Harvest
Thanksgiving

26 February ~ Thursday

7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison Lounge

Keeping in Touch
If you would like to be emailed about church news and coming events,
please give your email address to the Parish Clerk, Hamish Spencer,
or email him at opohoclerk@gmail.com
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