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Editorial 
One of the notable features of our congregation is its sense of community. I am 

sure we are not alone in this emphasis, but at Ōpoho it is everywhere. It is so 

important that we mention two aspects of community in our mission statement. 

 

First, we aspire to be “part of what God is doing around us, being actively 

involved in the life of our community.” These words call us to interact with the 

people of the suburb of Ōpoho and, indeed, the wider city. In the past few years, 

we have greatly expanded our efforts here, and Miriam’s joyful editorial from 

last month mentions several of these activities. Some are driven by church 

members. Others, however, are led by people outside our regular congregation, 

which suggests to me that we have an attractive profile with at least some people 

who are not churched. 

 

We know from numerous studies that both individuals and society are healthier 

when they have strong social connexions. Our ability to provide facilities and 

support for a wide range of these community activities is thus important well 

beyond our own church needs. Pleasingly, though, the fact that we can point to 

this community involvement means that raising funds for such critical repairs as 

our church roof is that little bit easier. 

 

Second, our mission statement calls us to be “nurturing each other in a 

fellowship of accepting love.” Every Parish Council meeting has an item on its 

agenda that reminds us of the centrality of pastoral care. I know that Shona’s 

simple but warm welcome when Abby and I first came to Ōpoho 33 years ago, 

ensured that we came back. My fortnightly meetings with Clare in my role as 

Parish Clerk are largely about pastoral matters. The Pastoral Care and 

Community Committee of the Parish Council covers both aspects of 

community. One of their more demanding tasks is to try to match each church 

member with an appropriate visitor. When we get that right, both the visitor and 

the visited flourish.  

 

Being active in both aspects of community are jobs that never go away. 

Moreover, we can always do better. So, this work is not without cost, especially 

personal costs such as time and energy. It can be a fine balance between doing 

too much and being over-committed, and making the best impact for us and 

others. Do you think we have it right? Should we do more? Less? Different 

things? Talk to your visitor, your Parish Councilors and other congregation 

members. It really matters!  

 

Hamish Spencer 



Parish Council News 
The Parish Council met on 21 August. 
 

Much of the meeting was taken up with consideration of compulsory changes to 

financial reporting requirements for Presbyterian parishes arising from new 

standards published by the External Reporting Board (XRB).  The XRB is an 

independent Crown entity responsible for establishing New Zealand’s financial 

reporting strategy over a wide range of organisations, including not-for-profit 

entities such as churches and other charities. 
 

The Council also received a draft budget for year ending 30 June 2026 and 

agreed to recommend to the Annual Meeting (19 October) that it be adopted in 

principle.  The budget will be published in the printed annual reports. 

 

The Christian Development Committee report was received. It has been a busy 

middle of the year for this group. The Council noted its gratitude for the work 

of David and Abby and the soup chefs in delivering another well-run and well-

patronised Finding New Favourites series of hymnbook sing-alongs. 

 

Gregor Macaulay on behalf of the Parish Council 

 
 

A Peace Tree  

 

On Sunday 3 August, members of the 

congregation were invited to write 

prayers for peace on paper ‘leaves’ that 

the children then affixed to a ‘tree’, 

currently on the wall in the northeast 

corner of the church. 

      

 

 

  



Property and Finance Committee Update 

Our August meeting focused on budgets and a framework for a long-term 

maintenance plan – something that is providing a roadmap for the years ahead.. 

The application to the Heritage Fund for the roofing project has been submitted. 

We continue to work through DCC requirements for earthquake strengthening. 

Our electrical project will be completed this month and we will provide a full 

report of all that has been achieved. Quotes are coming in for repairs to the 

church doors.  Thank you to John Roxborogh for water-blasting paths, Bryan 

Cunningham for painting the steps, and Fiona Stirling for garden pruning. 

Miriam Vollweiler on behalf of the Committee 

 

Interfaith Matters  
The August Interfaith meeting was held in the afternoon of the 17th in the 

Muslim meeting rooms on Macandrew Road. 

 

I enjoy being part of the Interfaith meetings as I get the opportunity to visit 

places of worship that I haven’t been to and to learn about them. 

 

I learnt that the Muslim meeting rooms are on the site of the former St Patrick’s 

Primary School. The site was bought in 2012 by the Al-Noor Charitable Trust. 

The An-Nur Education and Care Centre, a kindergarten for Muslim children, 

was established there. Sadly, after the Christchurch Mosque shootings and staff 

shortages, the centre closed in September 2022. Although security measures 

were put in place, parents did not feel safe putting their children in a Muslim 

school since the attack. There was anxiety as there were rumours that the 

gunman who lived in Dunedin prepared for the attack by observing Muslim 

centres in the city. There was also deep sadness as the chairman of the Al-Noor 

Charitable Trust, Dr Mohammad Alayan, was critically injured during the 

attack, and his son was killed. There is a loss for the centre and loss of a child. 

The centre is for sale but if someone were to use it for good purposes it could 

still be utilised. It is used by the Multiethnic Council. 

 

The discussion topic for the meeting was Compassion. I shared with the group 

a book written by Joy Cowley called Notes to a Friend. The book is a collection 

of short reflections designed to guide individuals on their spiritual journeys, 

particularly those who might not connect with traditional religious language or 

structures. 

 

The short letters are around nine themes: devotion; simplicity; discipline; 

service; surrender; trials; courage; growth; and healing and prayer. The language 



is not overly theological, but is personal and conversational, always tending to 

the ‘simple language of the heart’. 

 

Joy writes a letter about compassion: 

 

Dear Friend, Compassion is not pity. Pity has a subject and an object, a hierarchy 

of effect. Compassion is about connection, a sharing of feeling, a recognition 

that we are all one. It is not that we are asked to carry each other’s burdens but 

to see that the others burden is also ours. No giver. No receiver. Compassion is 

walking together in the light of God’s grace.  

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

I will be leading the prayers prior to the Dunedin City Council meeting on 

Tuesday 9 September at 9 a.m. 

 

The Dunedin City Council began inviting representatives of diverse religions to 

offer opening prayers at meetings during the term of office of Mayor Sukhi 

Turner, a Sikh. Mayor Peter Chin said in 2008 that involving a wider group of 

religions had benefitted the community. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

The September Interfaith meeting will be right on our doorstep, in the Morrison 

Lounge on Sunday 21 September at 2.30 p.m. The discussion topic will be 

Forgiveness. All are welcome. 

 

Benjamin Thew 
 

 

Opoho Church Seed Cupboard 
The magnolia flowers are opening, and the first brave cherry 

blossoms are out.  Some of us have been in the garden 

clearing weeds and beginning to think about what we might 

plant as the days get lighter and the weather gets warmer.  

 

Just a reminder that our seed cupboard would happily 

accommodate surplus veggie and flowers seeds. 

 

  



Fellowship Group  
One of the most enjoyable parts of our gathering is getting to know so much 

more about people’s lives. Marian Weaver shared her “this is my life” story and 

we were intrigued with the photograph of her family’s orchard at Earnscleugh  

where her parents built a mud brick home in the 1950s. It is still standing.  The 

orchard has gone and it is now a vineyard called Coma Villa.   Marian has a BSc 

in microbiology followed by a Postgraduate Diploma in Public Health and was 

one of the first female health inspectors appointed in New Zealand. Marian 

joined Opoho Church in 1995 and has held many roles: Parish Council secretary, 

monthly newsletter editor, and elder. She is a member of the Parish Council. 

Marian is a member of the Dunedin Harmony Chorus, an a capella women’s 

choir that is part of Sweet Adelines International singing in the barbershop 

style.  She adores wool and knits and sews up peggy squares to make blankets 

for our Operation Cover Up project.  

   
Marian                                                          Chris 

We celebrated Chris Young’s August milestone birthday and, in Chris’s usual 

style, she provided a sumptuous afternoon tea.                         Miriam Vollweiler 

 

Operation Cover Up  
Knitting continues for Mission Without 

Borders to provide woollen blankets and 

clothing to cold parts of the world where 

such goods are not readily available.  

As usual we need knitters to make 

squares – there's lots of wool available. 

Any queries please contact me at 027 473 

6026 or weavermariane@gmail.com Marian Weaver  

mailto:weavermariane@gmail.com


DCC Candidates – Election Forum 
There’s a job for everyone at our Dunedin 

City Council candidate meetings.  As well as 

the various assigned tasks, others can be on 

hand to help visitors.  We’ll wear silly hats 

(not compulsory) and our name tags.  The 

public can easily identify who to ask about 

toilets, exits’ or whatever. 
 

The meetings are on Sunday 7 September and 

Monday 8 September, from 7 p.m. to 9.10 

p.m. (not 9 p.m. as earlier advised).  Every 

minute counts!  Halftime breaks are seven 

minutes long. 
 

We’re expecting the church to be full to 

overflowing on each night, as usual. 
 

We’ll be inviting visitors, in a low-key way, to contribute goods or cash for the 

Presbyterian Support foodbank. 
 

Andrew Smith will again be operating the stag roarer, ready to drown out any 

candidate who dares to go over their allotted times. 
 

Philip Fleming will be playing music from about 6.30 p.m., helping to entertain 

the many members of the public who come early. 
 

Philip Somerville (aka the Cat in the Hat) 

 

Keeping in Touch at Ōpoho Church 

Opoho Church has a website, www.opohochurch.org, where you will find 

(among other things) links to recent sermons, downloadable copies of the Orders 

of Service for the two most recent Sundays, downloadable versions of the 

newsletter, and an on-line version of the Church Calendar. 
 

The church also has a Facebook page (you don’t need to belong to Facebook to 

see the page) www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch  
 

This newsletter is emailed to all who have requested to receive it this way. If 

you wish to be added to (or deleted from) the email list, or if you receive an 

emailed copy and don’t need a physical copy as well, please send an email to 

the editor, Gregor Macaulay, at gregor.macaulay@outlook.com  

http://www.opohochurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch
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Presbyterian Support Foodbank 
You can bring goods (nothing frozen or 

perishable) to church on any Sunday or 

you can make a cash donation for the 

Foodbank via their website 

www.psotago.org.nz     Non-food items 

such as toiletries are also acceptable.  
 

Here are some photos of our most recent delivery of goods to the Foodbank. 

    
 

 

http://www.psotago.org.nz/


Intercessory Prayer from Sunday 17 August 
The prayer is based on the lectionary readings, Isaiah 5:1-11 and Psalm 80:1-

2 & 8-19, which talk of grape vines.  
 

 Jesus Christ, the true vine, in our need we come to you, in weakness, needing 

your strength for we too easily become dry and lifeless without your life-giving 

spirit. 

 Jesus Christ, the true vine, teach us to remain in you and to find your life 

flowing in us giving strength and vigour to our discipleship. 

 As we come closer to you our lives are drawn closer to others. Our minds 

turn to images of violence we have seen on the news in places of fear and terror, 

to where people are conflicting over race, religion, land, power. We particularly 

think of the people in Ukraine, Russia, and Gaza. We pray for nonviolence and 

peaceful resolutions of conflict. Give us hearts of hospitality and sanctuary, 

forgive us all our hostility and hatred. Bring all people to the humanity you give 

us, and to reconciliation and healing, in our homes, in our streets, in all 

communities, neighbourhoods, and nations.  

 Bless all who live lives for the peace and well-being of others and make their 

service fruitful.  

 Our thoughts turn to Christians living with persecution who face danger, 

simply for following your way. Dear God, prune back all that stands in the way 

of peace. 

 Our thoughts turn to people in leadership and power, those in our national 

government and those who are seeking to be elected to local governments.  May 

changes and choices be shaped by the values of the Kingdom. 

 On our hearts are people in need in our church and community. Wherever 

hearts are breaking, bodies are failing, minds are confused, families are ruptured.  

In a moment of silence, we pray for those people who we are particularly 

concerned about ………  

 Lord, come with your help and healing. 

 Here, too, as your church gathered today, we give thanks for the saints of the 

past and the fruit they have borne in our community and beyond. Like them, 

help us to remain in you that we may be fruitful and bring glory to your name.  

Through Jesus Christ, the true vine, who taught us to say ………  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours now and forever. Amen.                                            Benjamin Thew 



New Lectern Fall  
 

Thank you to Shona Somerville for the new lectern fall which appeared on 10 

August.  Green is the liturgical colour for a large part of the church year, so we 

will see a lot of it! 

 

  
 

Shona writes …      

We have a new lectern fall. It symbolises the “ordinary time” in the church 

calendar between the significant seasons of Advent, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. 

It is represented by the colour green. This is a time of creation, new growth. and 

hope. 

 

Thinking around the image: A curtain sample in waiting for over 20 years 

seemed to speak of growth from the lighter greens of new growth to the deeper, 

darker greens of maturity – a continual process we all work through.  You may 

be able to relate to the pattern of the steep sloping stripes or to the curved ones 

in your own spiritual growth and everyday lives. 

 

The Koru is a New Zealand symbol that also represents growth, and unfurling. 

It is cut out of a gifted fabric remnant from a departing neighbour and if you 

look closely you will see that the damask has elements of flowers and leaves 

that also fit the creation theme. 

 

A bit of sparkle is used to set off the koru but is also representative of the spark 

of the Divine that is in us all and in all creation. 

 

 



Donations to Ōpoho Presbyterian Church  
Thank you to all those who participate in the life of our church and help make 

it possible to support its work. If you are not already an electronic donor through 

online banking and would like to donate in this way, the details are:  

ANZ bank, Opoho Presbyterian Deacons’ Court;  

Account Number: 06 0909 0010868 000.  
  

Please put your name and the word Donation in the data fields. It would be 

helpful if you could let our Treasurer, Judy Rodda, know, so that receipts for 

charitable donations can be sent to you. Her email is Judith L Rodda opoho 

pcbusiness@gmail.com  
   

As well as regular outgoings there are maintenance items on the building and 

grounds which we will be seeking to raise funds for over the next few years. If 

you are interested in supporting these, please be in touch.  
   

We acknowledge that people’s circumstances are personal, and that they vary 

over time and with things that happen in our lives. It is important to know that 

there will be times when it is appropriate to reduce your giving to the church, 

and you do not need to apologise for doing that.  
   

The income and expenditure of the church is examined each month by the 

Property and Finance Committee and reported to the Parish Council. The 

church’s financial year runs to the end of June and an annual budget is presented 

to the congregation at the Annual Meeting. Thank you.   
 

Property and Finance Committee  

 

Scottish Country Dancing at Opoho 
 

The hall was a busy place on the evening of 15 

August as members of the congregation were 

introduced to Scottish country dancing (and some 

other social dances) by Quentin Currall and other 

members of Dunedin’s Ceilidh Scottish Country 

Dance Club.  Thank you to everyone who 

attended, especially to those who helped in the 

kitchen. Admission donations resulted in 29 

items for the Foodbank and $19.30 for the Night 

Shelter.                                      Gregor Macaulay 

 

 

mailto:opoho%20pcbusiness@gmail.com
mailto:opoho%20pcbusiness@gmail.com


Presbyterian Research Network presents a talk by 

Yvonne Wilkie 

 

A Scripture of Their Own: 

The Forgotten Voices of  

19th Century Women Biblical Interpreters 
 

Thursday 11 September, 5.30 p.m. 

(with refreshments from 5 p.m.) 

KCML Seminar Room, Knox College, Arden Street, Dunedin 

 

Through a diverse collection of literature, particularly biographies of biblical 

women, 19th century women shaped “a scripture of their own”.  By reading the 

“feminine” into the biblical text they created a discourse to empower women to 

claim “her-story” of spiritual heritage and Christian service.  The recent research 

into the history of women’s biblical writings is exciting and offers new insight 

into the lived faith experience that shaped women’s place and role in an era of 

religious, social, political and economic change. 

 

 
 

For more information, contact: Presbyterian Research Centre, 473 0777. 



Lectionary for September and October 2025 
Season of Creation – Wisdom in Creation. 7-28 September  

Sunday 7 September – 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jer 18: 1-11 Ps 139:1-6, 13-18 Philemon 1: 1-21 Lk 14: 25-33 

Sunday 14 September – 14th Sunday after Pentecost1 

Jer 4:11-12, 22-28 Ps 14 1 Tim 1: 12-17 Lk 15: 1-10 

Sunday 21 September – 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jer 8: 18-9: 1 Ps 79: 1-9 1 Tim 2: 1-7 Lk 16: 1-13 

Sunday 28 September – 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jer 32: 1-3a, 6-15 Ps 91: 1-6, 14-16 1 Tim 6: 6-19 Lk 16: 19-31 

Sunday 5 October – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Lam 1: 1-6 Ps 37: 1-9 or Ps 

137 

2 Tim 1: 1-14 Lk 17: 5-10 

Sunday 12 October – 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jer 29: 1, 4-7 Ps 66: 1-12 2 Tim 2: 8-15 Lk 17: 11-19 

Sunday 19 October – 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jer 31: 27-34 Ps 119: 97-104 2 Tim 3: 14-4: 5 Lk 18: 1-8 

Sunday 26 October – 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Joel 2: 23-32 Ps 65 2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-

18 

Lk 18: 9-14 

 

 

 
 

 

Deadline for next Ōpoho Signal – Saturday 20 September 
Please send all material for the next Ōpoho Signal to 

Gregor Macaulay, 88 Forfar Street, Mornington, Dunedin 9011, 

email gregor.macaulay@outlook.com 
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Coming Events at Ōpoho Presbyterian Church 

September and October 2025 

 
7 September ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind, 

Quarterly Communion 

7-9 p.m.: DCC election forum in church 

8 September ~ Monday 7-9 p.m.: DCC election forum in church 

10 September ~ Wednesday 7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance 

Committee, Morrison Lounge 

11 September ~ Thursday 2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison 

Lounge 

14 September ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Greg Hughson 

20 September ~ Saturday Material due for October Opoho Signal 

21 September ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind 

25 September ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison 

Lounge  

28 September ~ Sunday Daylight saving begins – clocks go 

forward one hour  

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Brendon 

McRae (Flagstaff) 

5 October ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind, 

World Communion Sunday 

8 October ~ Wednesday 7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance 

Committee, Morrison Lounge 

9 October ~ Thursday 2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison 

Lounge 

12 October ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Jay Robinson 

19 October ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind, 

followed by Annual Meeting 

20 October ~ Monday Material due for November Opoho Signal 

23 October ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison 

Lounge  

26 October ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind 

27 October ~ Monday Labour Day – public holiday 
 

The meeting of the Writers’ Group previously advertised for  

9 September has been postponed to a date to be arranged in October. 

 


