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Editorial – In the Trees 
September is the Season of Creation which is a good season for gratitude. This 

year Clare has set us a challenge to consider our favourite trees. As my children 

and I sat and discussed the trees we love most, it became apparent that trees are 

a significant blessing in our lives. We shared interesting information about trees 

and we read that people are calmer and less stressed around trees. Trees are 

particularly good for wellbeing and simply having a green view can produce 

marked health benefits. There is also a special reciprocal relationship between 

people and trees. 

 

When I was a child, we had a tree house high in a large beech tree. It was a good 

sort of tree house and was sufficiently weathertight to enable us to sleep in it 

even when it rained – so it was better than most tents. The tree house could be 

accessed by climbing a ladder comprising wooden blocks nailed to the trunk of 

the tree and entering a door. Alternatively, access could be gained by using a 

rope ladder and clambering through a trap door in the floor of the tree house. It 

was possible to block the door and pull up the rope ladder when pirates attacked. 

It was more fun to prop the windows open and enjoy being in a tree. 

 

It was also possible to crawl along one of the lower branches and onto the wall 

between the garden and the street. The breadth of the branches covered a 

substantial area of garden. 

 

Obviously, the tree house was one of my favourite places to be. But the tree 

house was not just an escape. The tree house was a particularly scenic play space 

and a source of much merriment. Predictably, the tree house was a frequent 

lesson in sharing. 

 

The treehouse has aged. The steps have rotted and can no longer be safely 

climbed. The beech tree has grown and I am not confident the tree house is well 

secured to the tree. It is hoped the tree house might be brought safely down to 

begin life as a hut at ground level. Use of the trap door would involve an 

impractical amount of tunnelling. The tree itself remains magnificent. We will 

be enjoying this tree from the ground for a while. 

 

Harriet and Ted spoke about their favourite trees recently at church and we 

suggested that trees teach us an important lesson about life which is to grow 

toward the light. To summarise our thoughts, trees that have sunlight create 

climbing opportunities, canopied chapels and refuges, and fruit to share with 

others. 



I recommend having a favourite place in the trees. I also think that if we grow 

toward the light, we might find the quiet strength and wonder of trees. We might 

find the nourishment absent in bread alone. We might attain all kinds of growth. 

We might even improve the moods of people around us. 

 

In the meantime, I am looking forward to hearing about some more trees. 

 

Ngā mihi maioha.  

Julie Mander 

 

Parish Council News 
The Parish Council met on 25 September.  The meeting was relatively short and 

uneventful.  There were no significant decisions to be made and much of the 

time was spent on receiving routine reports and noting the success of recent 

events and activities such as the DCC election meetings, bell-ringing to mark 

the return of the first albatross of the season, and the skink project. 

 

Gregor Macaulay on behalf of the Parish Council 
 

Property and Finance Committee Update 

Our September meeting cracked on through a lot of items. Our insurance bill is 

paid and the electrical project completed. We thought it would be useful to share 

the project report so you can see how extensive the scope of work has been. 

 

Electrical Project report 

The second part of the electrical work in the church, kitchen, and hall has been 

completed by Gordon Westoby of Flash Electrical. This has addressed some 

safety issues we had recently become aware of, as well as carrying out some 

necessary improvements. The safety issues included the need to increase the 

wiring to points in the kitchen where they had previously been overloaded, as 

well as adding residual current protection to the power points in public spaces 

in the hall and the church. We also replaced some of the old wiring which had 

caused a fuse to blow in the church. 

 

It is also an improvement in safety that we were able to install sensor lights in 

the vestry so that the light turns on as soon as someone opens the door (important 

if needing to use the vestry as an emergency exit). This is especially critical 

when we have large numbers of people in the church. 

 



We have increased the number of points available to musicians near the piano 

and organ, and at the rear of the church where they are needed for those on 

church cleaning and on occasions when we have video recording or streaming 

of events. We also installed new sensors and replaced the outside lights for the 

main church door, the vestry exit door, and the hall entrance doors. 

 

The opportunity was taken to replace the spotlights for the stage in the hall and 

for the sanctuary area in the church, several of which were no longer operational. 

Under the stage in the hall, we have added lighting and provided a power point, 

which is required from time to time for the dehumidifier which is sometimes 

needed after heavy rain. 

 

We have also added a point outside the Morrison Lounge door which will be 

convenient for working outside on the Farquharson Street side of the church, for 

instance for doing water blasting, or (as in the mini-fair last year) when we had 

a coffee truck parked outside which needed an external source of power without 

starting up a generator. 

 

Bright  sensor lights are outside the vestry doors, main church doors, Morrison 

Lounge Farqueson Street door, and the hall entrance. What a difference this 

makes at nighttime to improving safe access and security. 

 

All this has contributed to our ability to be a warm, welcoming, and safe space, 

serving both our worship and our increasing role as a community resource. 

 

A benefit is also that our electrical contractor is now very familiar with our 

wiring, lighting, and switchboards dating back to the original construction of the 

church, the hall, and the Morrison Lounge. This will be helpful when we need 

to address future electrical issues as they arise from time to time, as well as when 

it comes to planning for larger ones which may be down the track. 

 

Our next project focuses on a full repair of the vestry doors, work on the church 

front entry door and external door into the corridor by the Morrison Lounge. All 

this relates to fire safety and security improvements and repair of damaged and 

rotten wood. We plan to have this work completed before the end of the 

year.  Borer treatment is being scheduled for the new year. The engineers have 

been up to look in the roof space – all part of preparing a report for our re-roofing 

project. Thank you to Brian Cunningham for the painting of visibility lines on 

the concrete steps and also for glueing down lino edges in the kitchen.   

 

Miriam Vollweiler on behalf of the Committee 



Interfaith Matters  
The September Interfaith meeting was held on Sunday the 21st in the Morrison 

Lounge.  The discussion topic was Forgiveness. 

 

If you go to Knox Church or St Michael and 

All Angels in Andersons Bay, you will see 

a stark metal cross. This is the Cross of 

Nails.  

 

On the night of 14 November 1940, 515 

German bombers carried out an attack on 

Coventry that was code named Moonlight 

Sonata. The attack was intended to destroy 

Coventry’s infrastructure. Coventry 

Cathedral was hit, and flames engulfed the 

building.  

 

Hope emerged from the ashes. The 

cathedral stonemason noticed that two of the cathedral’s charred roof timbers 

had fallen in the shape of a cross. He bound them together and placed them on 

an altar of rubble in the cathedral. The vicar of a nearby church fashioned 

together three of the medieval nails that had fallen from the roof. This became 

the first Cross of Nails. Reminded of another day of darkness, when Jesus was 

nailed to the cross, the Provost took some chalk and wrote “Father Forgive” on 

the charred walls of the cathedral. It is significant he wrote only two words; he 

did not write “Father Forgive Them”. He wanted everyone to recognise their 

own part in the destructive patterns of behaviours which can lead to disaster. 

 

Beginning with Germany, 

communities of peace builders 

sprang up across the world, 

claiming an allegiance to the 

Coventry story. Today there are 

over 250 partners in the 

Community of the Cross of Nails 

in 20 countries. Each gathers for 

prayer around their own Cross of Nails, once original but now replicas of nails 

which fell from the burning roof of the Cathedral, bound as a symbol of Christ’s 

loving and saving presence in the midst of destruction. The late Rev. Dr. Peter 

Matheson was the driving force behind Knox getting its cross in March when 

they joined the community.                                                           Benjamin Thew 



Donations to Ōpoho Presbyterian Church  
 Thank you to all those who participate in the life of our church and help 

make it possible to support its work. If you are not already an electronic donor 

through online banking and would like to donate in this way, the details are:  

ANZ bank, Opoho Presbyterian Deacons’ Court;  

Account Number: 06 0909 0010868 000.  

 Please put your name and the word Donation in the data fields. It would be 

helpful if you could let our Treasurer, Judy Rodda, know, so that receipts for 

charitable donations can be sent to you. Her email is Judith L Rodda opoho 

pcbusiness@gmail.com  

  As well as regular outgoings there are maintenance items on the building and 

grounds which we will be seeking to raise funds for over the next few years. If 

you are interested in supporting these, please be in touch.  

  We acknowledge that people’s circumstances are personal, and that they vary 

over time and with things that happen in our lives. It is important to know that 

there will be times when it is appropriate to reduce your giving to the church, 

and you do not need to apologise for doing that.  

  The income and expenditure of the church is examined each month by the 

Property and Finance Committee and reported to the Parish Council. The 

church’s financial year runs to the end of June and an annual budget is presented 

to the congregation at the Annual Meeting. Thank you.   
 

Property and Finance Committee 

 

The Return of the Albatross 

 

It has become the custom for bells to be rung around Dunedin each year to mark 

the arrival of the first albatross at Taiaroa Head for the new breeding season.  

On 25 September, about 25 people from the congregation and local community 

gathered to take turns ringing the Opoho Church bell and/or to ring bells of 

various sizes that they had brought along.  Here are some photos of the occasion. 
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Operation Cover Up  
Knitting continues for Mission Without 

Borders to provide woollen blankets and 

clothing to cold parts of the world where 

such goods are not readily available.  

As usual we need knitters to make 

squares – there's lots of wool available. 

Any queries please contact me at 027 

473 6026 or weavermariane@gmail.comMarian Weaver   

mailto:weavermariane@gmail.com


City Council Prayer 
Since 1995, representatives of different faiths have been invited to open the 

Dunedin City Council’s meetings with a prayer. The last full council meeting 

for the triennium was held on Tuesday 23 September. This time was the 

Presbyterians’ turn. This is the prayer I used to open the meeting.  

Here is the link to watch the livestream of the meeting: 

https://www.youtube.com/dunedincitycouncil   

 

Kia inoi tatou, let us pray. 

 Gracious God, we come before you with gratitude. We thank you for being 

a God of love who is with us now in this very room. You never leave us or 

forsake us. Your grace has brought us safe thus far and your grace will lead us 

home. We thank you for making each of us in this room, every person we meet, 

every citizen of this city in your own image, with dignity and infinite worth. We 

thank you for the calling you have given every one of us to be good stewards of 

your creation, to love our neighbours as ourselves. 

 Thank you, God, for these your servants – our mayor, and our city council 

members. We give thanks for these councillors who have worked together on 

behalf the people of Otepoti, Dunedin to make our city a better place.  

 In the midst of voting, we remember these councillors who have given so 

much of their time. Whatever the result of the election, we give thanks for these 

councillors for their hard work and dedication over the past three years. 

 We all come to this room as complex human beings, carrying burdens, 

carrying joy and hope, trusting that you alone can hold us together in your love 

and peace. Help us Lord to trust you more.  

 We pray that you would be glorified today through the decisions of this city 

council. We pray that we would have the eyes to see how our lives are all 

connected and how our common good is upheld when we listen and respond to 

those most vulnerable among us. We pray that your kingdom would come in our 

city as it is in heaven through your power working in each of these your servants. 

May your truth be revealed, may your light shine brighter, may the voices of 

those most silenced be heard loud and clear. 

 We pray for wisdom, for strength, for courage to do what is right and good 

for all citizens. May we put the interests of others above our own. May we act 

with love for the common good. May we be good neighbours, recognising your 

image in every person here. 

 In the name of Jesus, the Servant King, whose perfect love sets us free. 

Amen. 

 

Benjamin Thew 
 



Roster Notes 

 

New rosters for 2026 
 

The two-year life-cycle of the current rosters is almost up!    Information sheets 

about the rosters and sign-up sheets for 2026 rosters will be available at the 

Annual Meeting in October, and after that as well.   So now’s a great time to 

review what you are doing.    If things have changed for you, it may be time to 

opt in to a new roster or to let an old one go.   And the roster duties have also 

evolved a little over time, so you may want to check out the information sheet 

or talk to me about what is involved.     For some of the rosters, you might even 

like to try it out first alongside the people who are rostered, or arrange an 

orientation from the person who co-ordinates a particular roster.  Think door 

duty, morning tea, cleaning, and sound and data projector, flowers.  David is of 

course our music maestro, and Clare looks after prayers. 

      

Christmas and holiday period 
 

Some of the rosters operate more minimally over the Christmas period and 

January, but before I compile the December-January rosters it would be helpful 

to know if there are times you will not be available, and also to hear from anyone 

who might be willing to take on an extra turn at a time that suits.    

 

Business as usual 
 

Since we have one or two people currently starting new rosters, I will repeat the  

note that normally goes on the bottom of the rosters, when there are not too 

many Sundays in the two-month period. 

Thank you to all our wonderful rosterees.  If you are unable to do your 

rostered duty, please arrange for someone else to take your place, and 

let Gregor (gregor.macaulay@outlook.com) know of the change. Future 

planned absences can be notified to me, jennybunce@gmail.com before 

roster is published.  

Door duty: Remember to ensure all doors locked, windows closed, 

lights off, and candles put out 

Morning tea: Remember to have someone bring milk and take it home 

after.   Biscuits are available in drawer in kitchen. 

 

Jenny Bunce   
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Dunedin’s Exhibitions in a City of Gold  
On Sunday 12 October at 2 p.m., as part of the Southern Heritage Festival, Brian 

Miller will be speaking on Dunedin’s Exhibitions in a City of Gold at Opoho 

Church. 

 

2025 is the centenary year of the New Zealand and South Seas International 

Exhibition, held on what is now Logan Park. Brian explains how the wealth 

earned from the gold rush led to four exhibitions (some largely forgotten) which 

attracted artists from around the world – creating a strong commercial and arts 

culture in the city. Brian is a geologist, author, publisher and photographer. 

 

Join us after this session 

for refreshments at 

Opoho Church. Built in 

1937, Opoho Church 

continues to be part of 

the fabric of the local and 

wider community. We 

invite you to support our 

fund-raising project to 

reroof the building 

through a koha.  

 

 

 

In Our Garden  Thank you to Fiona Stirling for her artwork. 
 

  



Fellowship Group  
Our Spring Fling celebration 

focus was thanks to Meegan 

and Pam Cloughley. Meegan 

asked if our Fellowship Group 

would like to have some of 

Pam’s special crockery in 

remembrance of Pam’s 

enjoyment of being part of this 

group. We then thought of all 

the people special in our 

memory and contacted 

Stewart, Jane Anderson’s 

husband, and John Roxborogh 

to ask if Jane and Jenny had a 

special cup and plate they may 

wish to donate as part of the 

Fellowship afternoon tea 

(remembering that afternoon 

tea is a highlight of our 

gatherings!). Well, we all got 

enthusiastic about this plan and other members of the group brought along a 

special cup and saucer and we spent time sharing our stories of fine china and 

the history of personal memories around these. Pam Cloughley’s cup, saucer 

and plate were a wedding gift set used for special occasions and stored in a 

special cabinet. The crockery is Royal Albert Memory Lane which seems a 

fitting tribute to Pam. 

• Jenny’ Roxborogh’s cup and saucer – this Foley china Windsor set 

comes from Trentham, Staffordshire, England, and the cup with spots 

captures Jenny’s simple but elegant style. 

• Jane Anderson’s cup and saucer – this Midwinter fine china from 

Staffordshire was bought by Jenny in the 1970s and used every day in 

her flatting days in England. 

• Juene Vollweiler’s elegant Royal Albert cup has English Beauty roses 

on it, Juene’s favourite rose. 

• Gaynor Haig’s cups and saucers are fine Tuscan bone china and were 

regularly used for afternoon teas. 

• Evelyn Brass’s cup is Adderley English china and she was given two of 

these on her 21t birthday. Margaret McGuire, Evelyn’s sister, would 

have used this cup when visiting  



• Marion Rae’s cup is a Colclough china cup from Ridgeway Potters and 

was part of a wedding gift set. 

 

Fellowship Group now has a shelf of wonderful cups, saucers, and plates that 

we will use on special occasions. It seemed fitting to use them at this gathering 

where we celebrated Val’s forthcoming birthday. 

 

Eric Odell, Community Support Officer from our near neighbour the SPCA, will 

be joining us at our meeting on 9 October to talk about their work. All welcome. 

 

Miriam Vollweiler and Chris Young  

 

 
 

 



  
 

  
 

  
   



Political Meetings 
 

The Ōpoho Presbyterian Church again hosted two political meetings, on Sunday 

7 September and Monday 8 September, to enable the community to get to know 

the candidates for the upcoming Dunedin City Council elections. 

 

As has been the case in previous years, these meetings were well attended with 

the front half of the church full half an hour before we were due to begin. We 

estimate that we hosted over 200 people in the hall each evening including 22 

candidates who spoke on the first evening and 21 candidates who spoke on the 

second evening. The piano and organ were temporarily relocated to make space 

for seats at the front of the church for the candidates and additional seating was 

added at the back of the church. 

 

 
 

The Morrison Lounge was used to cater for overflow. The installation of the 

audio-visual system has made watching from the lounge more desirable. By the 

second evening, we had a number of people who preferred the comfortable 

seating and friendly atmosphere of the lounge. 

 

The Cat in the Hat, Philip Somerville, again managed the event with the usual 

puns ranging from witty to entertainingly silly. Philip Fleming returned to play 

mellow music as people were seated. This set the scene for a good-natured 

meeting with a strong community vibe. 

 

To get an idea of where candidates stand on key issues, candidates stood to 

indicate their answers to multiple choice questions about topical Dunedin 

matters. Several candidates used their closing address to encourage the audience 

to vote and one candidate used this time to engage the audience in a rendition of 

Te Aroha. 

 



 
 

Unfortunately, we have 

failed to keep track of the 

candidate's favourite 

books. It would be 

interesting to record 

“book recommendations” 

which arise when 

interviewing candidates 

at future meetings. 

 

The event has raised the 

sum of $1,037.80 for the 

Presbyterian Support 

Foodbank. A further 113 

food items were donated 

to the Foodbank. 

 

Julie Mander 

Photographs courtesy of Otago Daily Times  



Presbyterian Support Foodbank 
You can bring goods (nothing frozen or 

perishable) to church on any Sunday or 

you can make a cash donation for the 

Foodbank via their website 

www.psotago.org.nz     Non-food items 

such as toiletries are also acceptable.  
 

Here are some further photos of goods for the Foodbank donated by people 

attending the DCC election forums on 7 and 8 September. 

 

   
 
 

 

Keeping in Touch at Ōpoho Church 

Opoho Church has a website, www.opohochurch.org, where you will find 

(among other things) links to recent sermons, downloadable copies of the Orders 

of Service for the two most recent Sundays, downloadable versions of the 

newsletter, and an on-line version of the Church Calendar. 
 

The church also has a Facebook page (you don’t need to belong to Facebook to 

see the page) www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch  
 

This newsletter is emailed to all who have requested to receive it this way. If 

you wish to be added to (or deleted from) the email list, or if you receive an 

emailed copy and don’t need a physical copy as well, please send an email to 

the editor, Gregor Macaulay, at gregor.macaulay@outlook.com  
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Lectionary for October and November 2025 
Sunday 5 October – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Lam 1: 1-6 Ps 37: 1-9 or Ps 

137 

2 Tim 1: 1-14 Lk 17: 5-10 

Sunday 12 October – 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jer 29: 1, 4-7 Ps 66: 1-12 2 Tim 2: 8-15 Lk 17: 11-19 

Sunday 19 October – 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jer 31: 27-34 Ps 119: 97-104 2 Tim 3: 14-4: 5 Lk 18: 1-8 

Sunday 26 October – 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Joel 2: 23-32 Ps 65 2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-

18 

Lk 18: 9-14 

Saturday 1 November – All Saints 

Dan 7: 1-3, 15-18 Ps 149 Eph 1: 11-23 Lk 6: 20-31 

Sunday 2 November – 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Hab 1: 1-4, 2:1-4 Ps 119: 137-144 2 Thess 1:1-4, 11-12 Lk 19: 1-10 

Sunday 9 November – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Haggai 1:15b-2:9 Ps 145: 1-5, 17-

21 or Ps 98 

2 Thess 2:1-5, 13-17 Lk 20: 27-38 

Sunday 16 November – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Is 65: 17-25 Is 12 2 Thess 3: 6-13 Lk 21: 5-19 

Sunday 23 November – Reign of Christ 

Jer 23: 1-6 Lk 1: 68-79 Col 1: 11-20 Lk 23: 33-43 

 

 

 
 

 

Deadline for next Ōpoho Signal – Monday 20 October 
Please send all material for the next Ōpoho Signal to 

Gregor Macaulay, 88 Forfar Street, Mornington, Dunedin 9011, 

email gregor.macaulay@outlook.com 

mailto:gregor.macaulay@outlook.com


Coming Events at Ōpoho Presbyterian Church 

October and November 2025 

 
5 October ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind, 

World Communion Sunday 

8 October ~ Wednesday 7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance 

Committee, Morrison Lounge 

9 October ~ Thursday 2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison 

Lounge 

12 October ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Jay Robinson 

2 p.m.: Dunedin’s Exhibitions in a City of 

Gold, talk in church by Brian Miller as 

part of Southern Heritage Festival, 

followed by refreshments, donations for 

reroofing project 

19 October ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind, 

followed by Annual Meeting 

20 October ~ Monday Material due for November Opoho Signal 

23 October ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison 

Lounge  

26 October ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind 

27 October ~ Monday Labour Day – public holiday 

2 November ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind, 

Communion 

9 November ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, Jane Bloore, 

Remembrance Sunday 

12 November ~ Wednesday 7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance 

Committee, Morrison Lounge 

13 November ~ Thursday 2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison 

Lounge 

16 November ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind 

20 November ~ Thursday Material due for December-January 

Opoho Signal 

23 November ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind 

27 November ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison 

Lounge  

30 November ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, Abby Smith 

 


