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Editorial: musings while making soup and sourdough bread
Community meeting places are important —
there’s that Joni Mitchell song (from Big
Yellow Taxi): you don’t know what you've
got till it’s gone.... they paved paradise and
put up a parking lot. 'm really hoping that’s
not the fate of the Baptist Community Centre
and the North East Valley Bowling Club
which are both for sale.

These two North East Valley meeting spaces
host many community activities, and our /NS,

church is getting a number of enquiries from /el :
different groups seeking options for meeting spaces as they face this reality.

Opoho Church is a community gem, and I’m delighted seeing so many people
using it every week — yoga, Pilates, line dancing, Steady as You Go and
weaving. There have been families holding birthday celebrations and get-
togethers.

For me, the soup kitchen lunch was extra special. So many people in the wider
community wanted to be involved. From a New World voucher donation, soup-
making, crumble-making, serving, set and clean up, and bread-making. It had
such a great vibe on a miserable winter day with both familiar and new faces
attending. | received a number of emails thanking us and I know all the helpers
felt we nailed it.

So, the challenge is for us to ensure the financial viability of our church and
building — we have to be bold, reach out and work with our church and wider
community to both develop and protect this gem.

Big Yellow Taxi

The song was written and first performed by Canadian singer-songwriter Joni
Mitchell and is featured on her third album, Ladies of the Canyon, released in
1970. Big Yellow Taxi is considered an environmental anthem, addressing
themes of environmental destruction and urban sprawl. Mitchell wrote the song
after seeing a large parking lot in Hawai’i, which she felt marred the natural
beauty of the island.

Miriam Vollweiler



Parish Council News

The Parish Council met on 24 July. In addition to receiving the usual reports,
the Council noted that a draft annual budget had been prepared and would be
circulated to members, noted that good progress had been made on most of the
suggestions for action and activities arising from the Council retreat held in
January, and agreed that this year’s Annual Meeting would be held after worship
on Sunday 19 October. Parish Clerk Hamish will miss the next two meetings of
the Council — he and Abby are travelling overseas — and Marian Weaver will be
locum tenens in his absence.

Gregor Macaulay on behalf of the Parish Council

Donations to Opoho Presbyterian Church
Thank you to all those who participate in the life of our church and help make
it possible to support its work. If you are not already an electronic donor through
online banking and would like to donate in this way, the details are:

ANZ bank, Opoho Presbyterian Deacons’ Court;

Account Number: 06 0909 0010868 000.

Please put your name and the word Donation in the data fields. It would be
helpful if you could let our Treasurer, Judy Rodda, know, so that receipts for
charitable donations can be sent to you. Her email is Judith L Rodda opoho
pcbusiness@gmail.com

As well as regular outgoings there are maintenance items on the building and
grounds which we will be seeking to raise funds for over the next few years. If
you are interested in supporting these, please be in touch.

We acknowledge that people’s circumstances are personal, and that they vary
over time and with things that happen in our lives. It is important to know that
there will be times when it is appropriate to reduce your giving to the church,
and you do not need to apologise for doing that.

The income and expenditure of the church is examined each month by the
Property and Finance Committee and reported to the Parish Council. The
church’s financial year runs to the end of June and an annual budget is presented
to the congregation at the Annual Meeting. Thank you.

Property and Finance Committee
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Property and Finance Committee Update

Our meeting on 9 July took longer than usual as we worked through budgeting
issues, discussed the next phase of electrical work, the challenges of getting an
updated engineering assessment of the buildings prior to beginning work on the
roofs, humane ways of dealing with rats in the compost, and the occasional
problem of water in the basement under the stage.

As we are preparing for the annual budget, and going through the challenges of
likely increases in insurance costs and church levies, it is encouraging to be able
to report increasing usage of our Hall and the Morrison Lounge and the steady
support reflected in our income and the activity around the church and grounds.

The sale of the Baptist Church in NEV and recent reports about the Valley
Project and its support for the future of the NEV Bowling Club (now no longer
for sale) are evidence of the importance of our facilities for the communities
around us.

Our roof replacement project, current work on the electrical wiring and some
lighting, and more detailed planning for other renovations and maintenance are
important for our future viability as a place of worship, fellowship, and
community service.

The electrical work done in April improved lighting in the hall foyer, toilets,
kitchen, and Morrison Lounge, and replaced broken and dangerous fittings in
several areas. However, it also revealed some problems.

The work to be done this August before our next round of election meetings will
give us more power points in the kitchen and outside the Morrison Lounge,
power under the stage for a dehumidifier, additional power points for the music
team in the church, and replacement points above the rear pew.

We will be putting in sensors for the church and vestry outside lights, and in the
vestry itself, and expect to be repairing or replacing the spotlights in the church
and the hall (three of which are not working). Since our meeting it has also been
decided to get a quote for repairing the church and vestry doors.

More detailed planning for routine, immediate, and longer-term maintenance
and enhancement projects is under discussion, including how we budget for this
out of annual income, historic savings, grants, and fund-raising.

John Roxborogh on behalf of the Committee



Garden Bird Survey
On Sunday, 6 July
2025, four children
and two  adults
gathered, binoculars
in hand, to count the
number of Dbirds
sighted in the church
garden for  the
annual bird census.

New Zealand

& GARDEN BIRD
SURVEY

Run by Manaaki Whenua

1 b

The official numbers (based on the rules of the great New Zealand Garden Bird
Survey) were as follows:

Bellbird: 1 Chaffinch: 1
Blackbird: 3 Fantail: 1

Tut: 1 Greenfinch: 2

Large black sea bird: 1 Sparrow — house: 10
Magpie: 2 Silvereye: 1

Kererii: 1

Disappointingly, four gulls were disqualified because birds in flight cannot be
counted. We are hopeful that the gulls will read the rules properly next year.

The unofficial numbers (including total birds sighted whether in flight or
otherwise and including subsequent sightings) is as follows:

Bellbird: 5 Greenfinch: 2
Blackbird: 17 Sparrow — house: 46 (2 of whom
Tar: 5 danced)
Large black sea bird: 1 Silvereye: 11
Magpie: 2 Gull — black-backed: 5 (all of
Kererii: 2 whom cheated)
Chaffinch: 2 Gull — red-billed: 3 (all of whom
Fantail: 2 (1 of whom could not be cheated)

still)

To facilitate better comparisons between annual results, the counters record that
the morning was chilly with clear sky and virtually no wind.

Julie Mander



Intel:faith Mattrs

The Dunedin Abrahamic Interfaith Group
and Otago Tertiary Chaplaincy
warmly invite you to attend their
22nd Annual Peace Lecture (and supper).
An Islamic Philosophy of
Interfaith Coexistence:
Covenants (‘Ahd and Mithaq)
in the Qur an, Sunnah,
and Muslim Governance

Professor Halim Rane
Griffith University’s Centre for
Social and Cultural Research (Brisbane) -

Professor Rane is a leading Australian scholar of Islam, internationally
recognised for his contributions to understanding Islam-West relations,
interreligious coexistence, and Muslim lived experiences in the contemporary
world. His research, teaching, and community engagement have shaped
scholarly and public discourse on Islam in relation to security, human rights,
and global justice. Everyone is warmly invited to the lecture which will also
feature a conversation with Professor Rane and a Muslim, Jewish, and Christian
panel. Opportunity for questions and answers will conclude the session with
refreshments being provided afterwards at Selwyn College.

6.15-7.45 p.m., Monday 11 August
St David Lecture Theatre, University of Otago,
followed by supper at Selwyn College

Facebook event: https://www.facebook.com/events/1232412108021437/

Further information:
Dr Najib Lafraie nlafraie@outlook.co.nz
Dr Usman Afzali (DAIG Chair) usman.afzali@otago.ac.nz
The Rev. Greg Hughson greghughson@hotmail.com
The Rev. Mike Tonks (University Chaplain) mike.tonks@otago.ac.nz

For previous peace lectures (since 2004) and for video-recordings of the more
recent lectures, visit www.dunedininterfaith.net.nz
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Election Forums

It’s local body election time once again, and we’re pleased to be hosting public
meetings at the church for Dunedin City Council mayoral and council
candidates.

The forums will run across two evenings: Sunday 7 September, and Monday 8
September, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

As usual, I’ll be moderating — in character as the Cat in the Hat. It’s always
helpful to have plenty of church members on hand to assist, preferably sporting
silly hats so visitors can spot us easily.

Andrew will once more wield the stag caller, poised to silence any candidate
who dares to go even a second over time. Expect a smattering of dreadful, on-
the-spot puns too — somehow worse than Hamish’s weekly efforts.

Each evening, there’ll be a low-key collection of goods or cash for the
Presbyterian Support foodbank, open to members of the public who’d like to
contribute.

These meetings have long been a valuable opportunity to assess the calibre of
candidates in person: who deserves a high ranking, and who might not merit
ranking at all.

Here’s a photograph from the Otago Daily Times from one of the meetings three
years ago.




Rosters

As always, a note of appreciation to all our wonderful rosterees. It is
heartwarming to see the duties being faithfully performed week after week, both
in and out of the public eye. In addition, it is great to see people being so
willing to stand in for anyone unable to carry out their rostered duties.
Remember that planned absences or needed changes, known before the roster is
published, can be notified to me, Jenny Bunce, but after publication, where
circumstances permit, you need to arrange for someone else to take your place.
Please let Gregor (gregor.macaulay@outlook.com) know of the change, so it
can be correctly noted in the weekly service sheet.

New sign-up sheets for 2026 rosters will come out later in the year, so have a
think about what might be a good fit for you next year. For more information
about what is involved, you could talk to me, or to a current rosteree, or take a
look at the Information sheets available for some of the rosters, or even have a
go alongside someone else. And of course there will be more information along
with the sign-up sheets.

Jenny Bunce (jenny.bunce@gmail.com)

Fellowship Group

At the July meeting, John Roxborogh gave an interesting account of his recent
overseas travels. At the next meeting, scheduled for 2 p.m. on Thursday 14
August in the Morrison Lounge, Marian Weaver will share some of her “this is
my life” experiences. All welcome. Miriam Vollweiler

Poems Prayers Psalms & Prose — Opoho Writers’ Group
Our next writer’s group is Tuesday 9 September at 7 p.m. by Zoom.
https://otago.zoom.us/j/92452057556?pwd=Wvegem 1sbmQWHc4GDRFzYU
PZDtPeWr.1

Meeting ID: 924 5205 7556 Password: 952720
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Scottish Country Dancing at Opoho
An informal evening of Scottish country dancing
led by members of the Ceilidh Scottish Country Dance Club
will be held in the hall on
Friday 15 August from 7 p.m.
Wear comfortable casual clothes (tartan encouraged!) and soft shoes.
You can come alone — you don’t need to bring a partner.
Non-dancing spectators also welcome.

Admission by foodbank donation and/or gold coin.

Tea/coffee and biscuits provided — or bring a small plate.

Presbyterian Support Foodbank
You can bring goods (nothing
frozen or perishable) to church on
any Sunday or you can make a
cash donation for the Foodbank via
their website www.psotago.org.nz
Non-food items such as toiletries
are also acceptable.

Presbyterian Support
Otago
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Finding New Favourites 2025
Singing our way through Hope Is Our Song

We met on six Sunday nights: 8, 15, 22, 29 June, 6, 13 July.
About 28 different people attended, though most didn’t come every time.
Attendance was 10-20 each night. We sang 158 hymns!

There were many songs we already knew (and enjoyed singing again),
including:

61 Honour the Dead

81 Jumping Jesus

88 Let our love shine out

95 Love is your way

96 Make spaces for spirit

102 Nothing, nothing in all creation

131 The bread is blessed

Here are our New Favourites: these 15 hymns were ranked “really like” by at
least eight singers

7 As the wind song through the | great words, singable, excellent
trees

16 Christians are all kinds of | cheerful, lively, maybe a kids’ tune
people

23 E te Ariki difficult, beautiful, well worth

trying, love it

58 Here to celebrate God’s | tricky but jazzy, celebrate, kids?=
loving

86 Let me turn your light on Good rhythm, kids?

87 Let our earth be peaceful really great, singable, lovely words

99 Matthew was a lonely man excellent, cheerful

100 More than we know just a good hymn

115 Praise God, I am welcome at | communion, singable, great
the table

133(i1) | There is no child so small gorgeous, must sing

142 We are children of God singable, loved it

150 When we go into the night beautiful, excellent, brilliant

151 Where shall be found exquisite, peace, brilliant

154(ii) | Who sweeps the stable? nice

158 Yahweh, breathe the breath | love it, quite high, works
of God

The top three were 23, 99, 151



Thank you to:

soup providers — Miriam V, Abby S, Daniel L, Chris Y, Julie B, Judy R, Kirk
H, Marian W

music leaders — Abby S, David M, Marian W

setting up and clearing away — Ben T

Our Meal Koha came to $380.

We agreed to give half of that to the food bank and then to use the rest to buy
another set of hymnbooks for the pews, as well as a copy of Colin Gibson’s
Knowing The Song for our church library.

Operation Cover Up

Knitting continues for Mission Without
Borders to provide woollen blankets and
clothing to cold parts of the world where
such goods are not readily available.

As usual we need knitters to make
squares — there's lots of wool available.
Any queries please contact me at 027 473
6026 or weavermariane@gmail.com Marian Weaver
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Lectionary for August and September 2025

Sunday 3 August — 8th Sunday after Pentecost

Hos 11: 1-11 | Ps107:1-9,43 [ Col 3: 1-11 | Lk 12: 13-21
Sunday 10 August — 9th Sunday after Pentecost

Is 1: 1, 10-20 | Ps 33:12-22 | Heb 11:1-3,8-16 | Lk 12: 32-40
Sunday 17 August — 10th Sunday after Pentecost

Is 5: 1-11 | Ps 82 | Heb 11:29-12: 2 | Lk 12: 49-56
Sunday 24 August — 11th Sunday after Pentecost

Jer 1: 4-10 | Ps 103: 1-8 | Heb 12: 18-29 | Lk 13: 10-17
Sunday 31 August — 12th Sunday after Pentecost

Jer 2: 4-13 [ Ps112 | Heb 13:1-8, 15-16 [ Lk 14:1,7-14

Season of Creation — Wisdom in Creation. 7-28 September

Sunday 7 September — 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Jer 18: 1-11 | Ps 139:1-6, 13-18 | Philemon 1: 1-21 | Lk 14: 25-33
Sunday 14 September — 14th Sunday after Pentecostl

Jer4:11-12,22-28 | Ps 14 | 1 Tim1:12-17 [ Lk 15:1-10
Sunday 21 September — 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Jer8:18-9:1 | Ps79:19 | 1 Tim 2: 1-7 [ Lk 16:1-13
Sunday 28 September — 16th Sunday after Pentecost

Jer 32: 1-3a, 6-15 | Ps 91: 1-6, 14-16 | 1 Tim 6: 6-19 | Lk 16: 19-31

Deadline for next Opoho Signal — Wednesday 20 August
Please send all material for the next Opoho Signal to
Gregor Macaulay, 88 Forfar Street, Mornington, Dunedin 9011,
email gregor.macaulay@outlook.com
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Coming Events at Opoho Presbyterian Church
August and September 2025

3 August ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind,
Communion

5 August ~ Tuesday

7.30 p.m.: Christian Development
Committee, Morrison Lounge

10 August ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Olivia Dawson

13 August ~ Wednesday

7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance
Committee, Morrison Lounge

14 August ~ Thursday

2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison
Lounge

15 August ~ Friday

7 p.m.: informal Scottish country dancing
in hall

17 August ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind

20 August ~ Wednesday Material due for September Opoho Signal
24 August ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind

28 August ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison

Lounge

31 August ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Anne
Thomson

7 September ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind,
Quarterly Communion

9 September ~ Tuesday

7 p.m.: Writers’ group, via Zoom

14 September ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Greg Hughson

10 September ~ Wednesday

7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance
Committee, Morrison Lounge

11 September ~ Thursday

2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison
Lounge

20 September ~ Saturday

Material due for October Opoho Signal

21 September ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind

25 September ~ Thursday

7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison
Lounge

28 September ~ Sunday

Daylight saving begins — clocks go
forward one hour
10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind




Keeping in Touch at Opoho Church

Opoho Church has a website, www.opohochurch.org, where you will find
(among other things) links to recent sermons, downloadable copies of the Orders
of Service for the two most recent Sundays, downloadable versions of the
newsletter, and an on-line version of the Church Calendar.

The church also has a Facebook page (you don’t need to belong to Facebook to
see the page) www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch

This newsletter is emailed to all who have requested to receive it this way. If
you wish to be added to (or deleted from) the email list, or if you receive an
emailed copy and don’t need a physical copy as well, please send an email to
the editor, Gregor Macaulay, at gregor.macaulay@outlook.com
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