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Editorial — Bending the Knee

Recently in one of the lectio sessions we have been entering into after morning
tea we read through Philippians 2:1-11. For me personally it was a unique,
informative, challenging and hope-building experience. The conversation
around the passage took us deeper into the word and message with different
people’s observations and reflections constructing a richer understanding of
how it was speaking to us in the present day. It really did have a sense of, as my
sister put it to me in an email recently, the timeless breaking through to the
timebound in a discernible way.

The challenge of the passage, which was titled Imitating Christ’s Humility,
seems more radical in today’s more secular society where the western world
view celebrates the individual, is for the Kingdom to be realised when “every
knee should bend” to the Lord.

I must admit this hit me with a bit of force. Whilst I attend church and participate
in the life of our faith community, pray and give thanks for God’s love,
compassion, mercy and grace, I found myself asking the question: am I putting
others first and placing my ego at the foot of the cross? Or how often am I
reviewing my actions to see if they demonstrate or reflect a bent knee to the
Lord?

I’m not sure whether the current culture or our view of submitting to something
greater clouds the image or concept of bending our knees, or that we currently
have powerful world leaders demanding we bend to their will. I found
reassurance in a conversation with my sister that it is to none of these things we
are called to bend our knee to, but only to “Jesus Christ... to the glory of God.”

I left the lectio more aware of this call from Paul’s letters and a renewed
understanding that it is up to us through our actions to bend our knees in service

to the one mind of Christ.

Mark Ranby

Parish Council News

The Parish Council met on 28 May

Much of the meeting was taken up with considering reports and questions from
the Property and Finance Committee concerning drainage, recarpeting the



church, and the roofing project. The Council also gave preliminary
consideration to how best to proceed with a generous donation that is being
received in instalments. The funds are specifically for activities that are directed
to sharing ‘the good news that Jesus Christ brought us’ with people who are not
currently part of our church community - things that go beyond our standard
services and activities.

On a more mundane matter, the church buildings will be off limits on Friday 12
and Saturday 13 June while the delayed borer treatment takes place.

Gregor Macaulay on behalf of the Parish Council

Red Cl;oss Choir

The New Zealand Red Cross Choir (pictured), founded
in Dunedin in 1941, sang as part of the service at Opoho
on 14 May. The service was led by Benjamin Thew. The
choir likes to sing around this day as 4-10 May is Red
Cross Week, a time to celebrate the humanitarian efforts,
staff, and volunteers of the International Red Cross
movement worldwide. The week culminates on Red
Cross Day on 8 May, the birthday of the organisation's
founder Henri Dunant. John Roxborogh visited Henri’s
bust in Geneva in June 2017.
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Property and Finance Committee Update

Our May meeting discussed carpeting options, pew seating, and drains along
with door locks and painting. We are convening a separate meeting to progress
the roof project and look forward to reporting on this. Health and safety is
always on the agenda and we review accident reports and security. Thank you
for bringing items to our attention. A temporary fix to the water leakage into the
basement seems to be helping and we will continue to monitor this along with
exploring robust drainage solutions. You will notice digging activity in the
garden as we investigate problems, solutions and costings.

Thank you to Catherine Macaulay for the donation of lily plants and to Fiona
Stirling for planting these. The autumn grounds clean and tidy is under way and
thanks to those who are contributing to these activities. It is great to see people
in the community regularly enjoying the church grounds.

Hall bookings from our regular users mean there is activity on most days/
evenings of the week and groups are appreciating the improved outside lighting
on the dark evenings. With the increased regular residents parking in
Farquharson Street, this has impacted on hall users with mobility issues who are
unable at times to park close to the church hall entrance. As a result, we are sorry
to farewell the ukulele group.
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And thank you to Judy Rodda and Kirk Hamilton for their work in digging a
trench for a new drainage pipe.

Karl Braun has been back to help with painting the exterior of the main front
door and the vestry door. Over 20 years ago, he painted the belfry and eaves
Miriam, John, Benjamin, Meegan, Judy



Donations to Opoho Presbyterian Church

Thank you to all those who participate in the life of our church and help
make it possible to support its work. If you are not already an electronic donor
through online banking and would like to donate in this way, the details are:

ANZ bank, Opoho Presbyterian Deacons’ Court;
Account Number: 06 0909 0010868 000.

Please put your name and the word Donation in the data fields. It would be
helpful if you could let our Treasurer, Judy Rodda, know, so that receipts for
charitable donations can be sent to you. Her email is Judith L Rodda opoho
pcbusiness@gmail.com

As well as regular outgoings there are maintenance items on the building and
grounds which we will be seeking to raise funds for over the next few years. If
you are interested in supporting these, please be in touch.

We acknowledge that people’s circumstances are personal, and that they vary
over time and with things that happen in our lives. It is important to know that
there will be times when it is appropriate to reduce your giving to the church,
and you do not need to apologise for doing that.

The income and expenditure of the church is examined each month by the
Property and Finance Committee and reported to the Parish Council. The
church’s financial year runs to the end of June and an annual budget is presented
to the congregation at the Annual Meeting. Thank you.

Property and Finance Committee

Dunedin Harmony Chorus

The Dunedin Harmony Chorus is an award-
winning chorus of women dedicated to
sharing the joy of dynamic, high-quality
performances within the community, and
competition on the national stage, singing a
cappella (unaccompanied) four-part
harmony in the barbershop style. At the
Sweet  Adelines (now  SingUnited
International) Convention in Palmerston
North over the weekend of 14 to 17 May
they were the winners of the national small

.. . i Dun\edﬂ‘
chorus competition (up to 25 singers). Why F&& Harmony \{/

is this in our church news? Marian Weaver Chox\i® =
is a member the Chorus. Here she is
wearing her winner’s medal when the
Chorus sang at Toitu Settlers’ Museum on 24 May to celebrate music month and

shared their winning songs.
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Jam Palace

The Jam Palace is open every day in the Hall Lobby — it will be operating as
normal this winter, even though Abby is away. Just spread it on your toast and
send the money to her!

Operation Cover Up

Knitted woollen squares (20cmx20cm) are still needed to make blankets for to
cold parts of the world where such goods are not readily available.

The Mission Without Borders coordlnator has suggested using darker Wool
colours, as some of the blankets are used s

by homeless people, and light colours
can get discoloured easily. Knitted wool
garments for children older than five,
teenagers, and adults also welcome
(scarves, gloves, hats, jumpers). No
baby or toddler garments thanks.

Marian Weaver



Presbyterian Support Foodbank

VA Presbyterian
*/4.° Support
Otago
You can bring goods (nothing frozen or perishable) to church on any Sunday or

you can make a cash donation for the Foodbank via their website
WWwWWw.psotago.org.nz

Jane Millichamp delivers the goods to the Foodbank and reports that it is
wonderful to do so and see the staff’s faces light up:
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Interfaith Matters

“Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna, Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare

Rama, Rama, Rama”. You may have heard and seen the Hare Krishna
community in the streets here in Otepoti Dunedin, dressed in their saffron robes,
with cloth bags round their necks containing their prayer beads, dancing and
swaying to the beat of their drums chanting these words. Along the way they
hand out bags of dried fruit and nuts to people. These are prasad (sanctified food
offerings) meant to share goodwill, peace, and positive energy with strangers in
the community.

The Hare Krishna movement is a branch of Hinduism. Its name comes from its
chant — Hare Krishna — which devotees repeat over and over. It was started in
the 16th century by Sri Chaitanya of Bengal (1486-1533). He emphasised the
worship of Krishna and believed that chanting the names of God was so
powerful that in addition to one's own meditation on them, they should also be
chanted in the streets for the benefit of all.

The May Interfaith Meeting was held in the afternoon of Sunday 17 May at the
Hare Krishna Cultural Centre on London Street. We were welcomed onto the
premises by the Hare Krishna co-ordinator, Jane Beecroft.

As part of its mission, the Hare Krishna community offers $3 lunches. Jane also
operates a food truck.

Jane opened the meeting by telling the story about a philosophy student who
came up to the food truck and spoke to her about whether God is real. The
student carried on saying that if all religions can’t agree, it must be all wrong.
Jane replied to this person about the interfaith group where people of all faiths
and religions come together and find a common thread that they can agree on,
and it is very harmonious. The student was quite touched by this response. As a
group, we can make a difference to the world around us by planting seeds of
hope.

As a group we can trust each other. Trust was the discussion topic for the
meeting. When we think of the word, trust, I am sure that most people will think
of the verse from Proverbs 3:5-6 — “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will
make your paths straight”.

My contribution to the discussion was reading the following poem.



Trust God Always! written by Aarthi Christina

When life seems to be uphill,

and when hope becomes hopeless.

When everything just crashes and worries start to drill,
And there begins a test!

A test to prove your faithfulness,

a test to prove your love,

a test to show forgiveness,

to show that you lean on the Creator.

If you are searching for solutions

to break open the bars and release.

Lay on God all your worries and burdens
To find that everlasting joy and peace.

So put your trust in God

with all your heart, and lean on him only,
in all your ways acknowledge him

and directed paths you will see!

Benjamin Thew

Church Fair

A Church Fair is a community-building event that
gets things out of some people’s houses and into
other people’s houses, while helping the keep the
church financially afloat. And we’re all set to have
one!

Saturday 19 September,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

As normal we’ll be setting up Thursday/Friday and having a mini-fair mop-up
on Sunday after church, with tidying up done by midday on Monday.

If you are interested in helping out at the fair, please email Abby with what
you’d like to do. abigailmarionsmith@gmail.com



mailto:abigailmarionsmith@gmail.com

Garden Report

Surplus pale yellow day lilies with trumpet flowers, donated by catherine
Macaulay, have found a home in the church garden with Fiona Stirling planting
them in a bed around the back of the hall. Fiona also looks after the garden plot
at the Farquharson Street corner and has been busy tidying it up for winter.




Fellowship Report
Our May Fellowship Group celebrated the birthdays of Gaynor, Miriam, and
Sue with an sumptuous afternoon tea. Evelyn arrived with 20 peggy squares and
Gaynor 15 from Sommerset residents- a impressive effort that is appreciated.
Margaret McGuire’s music book was donated to the church — Margaret was
Evelyn’s sister and a member of Opoho Church. Russell Wall shared his life
story and we learnt he grew up as a free-range kid in Brighton with three
brothers. Russell worked on a milk run from age 9 to 19 along with lawnmowing
and other jobs. He studied accountancy at university and then fire engineering.
Russell has lived in North East Valley for much of his life at six different
addresses. He has a lifelong involvement with the church, starting as a Sunday
school and youth group leader through to being an elder at Ross Home where
he met Susan who was working there.

Left: Russell Wall

Chris and Miriam




Lectionary for June and July 2026

Sunday 7 June — 2nd Sunday after Pentecost

Gen 12: 1-9 Ps 33:1-12 Rom 4: Mt 9: 9-13,
13-25 18-26

Sunday 14 June — 3rd Sunday after Pentecost

Gen 18: 1-15 Ps 116: 1-2, Rom 5: 1-8 Mt 9: 35-10:8

(21: 1-7) 12-19 (9-23)

Sunday 21 June — 4th Sunday after Pentecost

Gen 21: 8-21 Ps 86: 1-10, Rom 6: 1b-11 Mt 10: 24-39

16-17
Sunday 28 June — Sth Sunday after Pentecost
Gen 22: 1-14 [ Ps 13 Rom 6: 12-23 Mt 10: 40-42

Sunday 5 July — 6th Sunday after Pentecost

Gen 24: 34-38, | Ps 45: 10-17 or Rom 7: 15-25a
42-49, 58-67 Song Sol 2: 8-13

Mt 11: 16-19, 25-
30

Sunday 12 July — 7th Sunday after Pentecost

Gen 25: 19-34 | Ps 119: 105-112 | Rom 8: 1-11

| Mt 13: 1-9, 18-23

Sunday 19 July — 8th Sunday after Pentecost

Gen 28:10-19a | Ps 139:1-12, 23-24 | Rom 8: 12-25

| Mt 13:24-30,36-43

Sunday 26 July — 9th Sunday after Pentecost

Gen 29: 15-28 | Ps 105: 1-11,45b | Rom &: 26-39
or Ps 128

Mt 13: 31-33,
44-52

Deadline for next Opoho Signal — Saturday 20 June
Gregor Macaulay will be away until early August,
so please send all material for the next Opoho Signal to:
Julie Mander at juliemander@outlook.com
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Coming Events: June and July 2026

1 June ~ Monday

King’s Birthday — public holiday

7 June ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind,
Quarterly Communion

10 June ~ Wednesday

7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance Committee,
Minister’s Office

11 June ~ Thursday

2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison Lounge

12 June ~ Friday
13 June ~ Saturday

Borer treatment of church, Morrison Lounge,
and hall — no part of buildings to be entered

14 June ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Benjamin Thew

20 June ~ Saturday

Material due for July Opoho Signal

21 June ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind,
followed by a shared lunch

25 June ~ Thursday

7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison Lounge

28 June ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind

5 July ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind,
Communion

8 July ~ Wednesday

7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance Committee,
Minister’s Office

9 July ~ Thursday

12 noon: Fellowship Group soup kitchen
lunch, Morrison Lounge and hall

10 July ~ Friday

Matariki — public holiday

12 July ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Mary Somerville

19 July ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Benjamin Thew

20 July ~ Monday

Material due for August Opoho Signal

23 July ~ Thursday

7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison Lounge

26 July ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind




