Opoho Presbyterian Church

opohochurch.org
23 November 2025 — Reign of Christ

Welcome!

Whether you come often, haven'’t been for a while or you’re new,
we are glad you are here today. We are all one in God.
Everyone here is seeking to know God better,
and we’re glad you have joined us on this journey.
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St Hilda as depicted in a window in Chester Cathedral

Offerings of money for the work of this parish, money for the
Dunedin Night Shelter, and goods for Presbyterian Support’s Food Bank
may be left in the offering bag, dish, or basket (as appropriate)
on the trolley near the door, either before or after the service.
Offerings may also be made electronically — ask to talk to our Treasurer.

Please consult the Minister or worship leader
before taking photographs or other recordings during a service,
in accordance with the church media policy displayed in the Morrison Lounge.
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Call to Worship words David Adam, music Colin Gibson FFS 51
O spring in the desert; O shelter from heat,
O light in the darkness, O guide for our feet,
O joy in our sadness, O strength for the weak,
O Christ with us always, your Presence we seek.

Please stand as the Bible is carried in and for the first hymn.

Hymn words and music Malcolm Gordon, Songs for the Saints,
inspired by St Patrick’s Breastplate

Christ before me, Christ behind me,
Christ above me and below,

Christ beside me, Christ within me,
Christ around me where’er I go.

Everything is sacred, everything is blessed,
everyone made worthy to find their holy rest.
Everyone belongs here, everyone is loved,
every life that’s failing grace will lift above.

Christ before you, Christ behind you,
Christ above you and below,

Christ beside you, Christ within you,
Christ around you where’er you go.
Chorus

Christ before us, Christ behind us,
Christ above us and below,
Christ beside us, Christ within us,

Christ around us where’er we go
Chorus

Prayer

The Peace
Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou;
the peace of Christ be with you all.
A ki a koe ano hoki; and also with you.
we exchange a sign of peace with each other



Community Time — welcome, notices, anniversaries
Birthday greetings today.
May God bless you we pray.
Live for Jesus dear [name or friends],
may he guide you always.

Chat Time Caedmon the Cowherd
Children’s Hymn words and music © Cecily Sheehy AA 111

One, two, three (clap, clap) alleluia,
one, two, three (clap, clap) alleluia,
one, two, three (clap, clap) alleluia!
Praise to you, our God.

Our God lives with us, alleluia,

making all things new, alleluia,

sharing in our lives, alleluia!

Praise to you, our God. (boom, boom, boom)
One, two, three (clap, clap) alleluia ...

Gifts of love God brings, alleluia,

filling us with joy, alleluia,

peace and goodness too, alleluia!

Praise to you, our God. (boom, boom, boom)
One, two, three (clap, clap) alleluia ...

Kindness is God’s gift, alleluia,

patience will come too, alleluia,

1f we wait 1n love, alleluia!

Praise to you, our God. (boom, boom, boom)
One, two, three (clap, clap) alleluia ...

By our love we show, alleluia,

how we live and grow, alleluia,

caring for each one, alleluia!

Praise to you, our God. (boom, boom, boom)
One, two, three (clap, clap) alleluia ...

Please remain standing for the Offertory Prayer.



Offertory Prayer
Gracious God,
you have treated us with kindness and love
and we are truly thankful.
Bless these gifts.
May all our living,
our giving and receiving
bring glory and honour to you.
We ask in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Bible Readings Matthew 5:13-16 and Matthew 6: 16-18
This is the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Praise to Christ the Word.

Sermon Hilda of Whitby

Intercessory Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.

Hymn words Bernadette Farrell, tune Christ be Our Light CH4 543

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in your Church gathered today.



Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice. Refrain

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed. Refrain

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone. Refrain

Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come. Refrain

Benediction
Let us travel in patterns of God’s making:
walking in wonder, gazing all around,
knowing our destiny, though not our destination,
moving to the rhythm of the surging of God’s Spirit,
a journey which, when life ends, in Christ has just begun.
Julia McGuiness

Use of all music from sources other than With One Voice
is licensed under the copyright licence CCLI 239741.

Everyone is welcome to stay for morning tea —
through the door at the back of the church.



Today’s service was brought to you by
Leading the Service: The Rev. Clare Lind
Door Duty: Jenny Bunce and Mark Ranby

Music: Singers and guitarists

Readings: Jane Bloore

Prayers: Mark Ranby
Sound and Data Projector: Benjamin Thew

Flowers: Sanel Tomlinson
Morning Tea: Jane Bloore and Daniel Larsen
Church Cleaning: Christine Cleugh
Hall Cleaning: Bronwen Strang

Opportunities for ministry week ending 30 November
Door Duty: Sanel and Rudie Tomlinson
Music: Music Group
Readings: Sanel Tomlinson
Prayers: Abby Smith
Sound and Data Projector: Daniel Larsen
Flowers: Allison Mulder
Morning Tea: Bronwen Strang and Hamish Spencer
Church Cleaning: Christine Cleugh
Hall Cleaning: Bronwen Strang

Parish Clerk: Hamish Spencer 021 279 7986 opohoclerk@gmail.com
Minister: The Rev. Clare Lind 021 0276 1962
opohominister@gmail.com
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Keeping in Touch

If you would like to be emailed about church news and coming events,
please give your email address to the Parish Clerk, Hamish Spencer,
or email him at opohoclerk@gmail.com

Coming Events at Opoho Presbyterian Church

30 November ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Abby Smith

7 December ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind, Quarterly
Communion

10 December ~ Wednesday

7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance Committee,
Morrison Lounge

11 December ~ Thursday

12.30 p.m.: Fellowship Community Christmas
Lunch, in hall

14 December ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind — Lessons
and Carols

2 p.m.: Sing Your Heart Out — community carol
singing in church

18 December ~ Thursday

7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, venue TBC

21 December ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Julie Mander and children

22 December ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind

24 December ~ Wednesday

11.30 p.m.: Christmas Eve service, the Rev.
Clare Lind

25 December ~ Thursday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind —
Christmas Day

28 December ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Benjamin Thew
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Oldest known icon of Christ Pantocrator (“ruler of all””), 6th century AD



