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Editorial: 2026 Lawnmower musings
-why maintenance is an act of faith

I've recently completed my last church lawn mow for the season- an activity
that weirdly relaxes my mind as [ enjoy the exercise. I've been thinking
about our Property & Finance team and how well we work together. We
have got to know our building and grounds intimately and are committed
to understanding, planning for, and addressing the varied maintenance
requirements. [ spent some time looking on the internet to see what other
congregations are saying about church maintenance as we begin to scope
out the roofing replacement project. Here’s some thoughts.

Church maintenance and faith are deeply connected: a well-cared-for
building is viewed as an extension of Christian stewardship. Taking care of
the physical space creates an inviting environment for worship, keeps
facilities safe, and frees congregational energy for active community
outreach and mission. The intersection of physical upkeep and spiritual life
balances practical facility stewardship with outward mission.

e Good Stewardship: Maintaining what God has entrusted to a
congregation honours the resources provided. Proper upkeep prevents
minor issues (like a leaky roof or blocked gutters) from becoming
financial burdens that could cripple a church's ministry.

e Hospitality and Witness: A clean, safe, and well-maintained building
conveys a welcome to people. A rundown exterior can project a
negative impression of the congregation's care and witness to the
broader local community.

e A Community Asset: Preserving church buildings maintains centres
for connection, and fellowship.

Whether it’s our insurance annual review, gutter cleaning, lighting and
electrical upgrade, borer treatment, drainage improvements, draft stops,
replacement of window chords, storage review, signage upgrades, lock
repairs, garden seating, recycle centre, noticeboards, painting, - we are a
busy team.



[ am heartened by feedback I hear on my daily dog walks and the
interactions with the eleven groups who each week are using our facilities
- here’s a sample from last week.

“It feels like the church is looking outwards, sharing its resources, and
providing an information and recycle centre”.

“So good to see that Opoho Church is holding an election candidates meeting
- we need to know these people and be together to discuss issues”

“I go and sit in the garden, and it is such a peaceful lovely space”

Thank you to all the people who contribute to balancing maintenance with
faith at Opoho Church.

Miriam Vollweiler

Parish Council News

At its meeting on 23 July, the Parish Council viewed and (with some minor
tweaks) approved a draft report reviewing our church's governance
structure and performance. This is something that the Charities’
Commission requires registered charities to do every 3 years.

We have been given some funding to enable us to better address that clause
in our Opoho Church Statement that reads 'The God we gather to worship
calls us to share the good news Jesus Christ brought us." At the moment it
is called the Suspense Fund. The small group set up to help us to discern
how it might be used has met twice so far and is working towards a couple
of services in September to help us explore what is good news for us in our
Christian faith and our church life.

Thanks to the Property Finance Committee which has been particularly
busy of late, and thanks too to their ring ins who have been digging trenches
for the plumber to sort our stormwater drain. Don't forget the church
dessert and quiz night coming up on Saturday August 22nd.

Clare Lind on behalf of the Parish Council



Property and Finance Committee Update

What a busy month. The good news is we are no longer considered an
earthquake prone building and the DCC has accepted our engineering
assessment reports. We have summitted an updated valuation and the DCC
report to our insurers as part of the process of renewing our church
insurance. We are starting to focus on forward year budget plans.

The heavy rain created challenges with flooding into our Signal Hill
neighbour section and significant leaks into the Morrison lounge, also the
kitchen and vestry. Thank you to John, Benjamin, Fiona and Miriam who
emptied buckets, supplied and changed towels and mopped. John Our
temporary fix on the back wall worked so our basement remained dry. You
will see ongoing plumbing and drainage assessments over the next month
as we manage these weather issues and mitigate further damage risks.

The borer treatment is completed. We are appreciative of the installation
of door draft stops in the hall and lounge from one of our yoga user group
members.



Several of our user groups asked about the possibility of having a Star
newspaper collection point in the foyer and this is underway. We have
sourced additional crockery and cutlery from Kaikorai Valley church
(which is now closed) to use for our community meals. A working group
has been set up to progress the carpet replacement.

The Roof Project

If ever there was a reminder with the wet weather, as to why the roof
project is important, the recent leaks ! We have had an assessment of our
roof for asbestos (all clear thankfully) and a structural engineering pre
assessment completed in July. We are about to set up appointments to look
at establishing a project manager.

Please let us know if you have any safety or security issues or bight ideas,
speak to anyone on the P & F team.

Miriam, John, Benjamin, Meegan, Judy, and Clare

A Poem

Love...

Love is the sun and

love is the rain,

love is happiness and

love is pain.

Love can break and

love can fail and sometimes
love can feel like hail.

But,

love holds strong, steady, fast and

love will make this family last.

By Tom Ranby, June 2026



Donations to Opoho Presbyterian Church

Thank you to all those who participate in the life of our church and help make
it possible to support its work. If you are not already an electronic donor through
online banking and would like to donate in this way, the details are:

ANZ bank, Opoho Presbyterian Deacons’ Court;
Account Number: 06 0909 0010868 000.

Please put your name and the word Donation in the data fields. It would be
helpful if you could let our Treasurer, Judy Rodda, know, so that receipts for
charitable donations can be sent to you. Her email is Judith L Rodda opoho
pcbusiness@gmail.com

As well as regular outgoings there are maintenance items on the building and
grounds which we will be seeking to raise funds for over the next few years. If
you are interested in supporting these, please be in touch.

We acknowledge that people’s circumstances are personal, and that they vary
over time and with things that happen in our lives. It is important to know that
there will be times when it is appropriate to reduce your giving to the church,
and you do not need to apologise for doing that.

The income and expenditure of the church is examined each month by the
Property and Finance Committee and reported to the Parish Council. The
church’s financial year runs to the end of June and an annual budget is presented
to the congregation at the Annual Meeting. Thank you.

Property and Finance Committee

Annual Bird Count

Last year the Opoho Church challenged the Flagstaff Church to complete the
Bird Count which we understand it did with some enthusiasm. This year, the
Flagstaff Church created a trophy for the Opoho/Flagstaff Bird Count challenge
and good-natured competition ensued.

The Bird Count took place on Sunday, 28 July 2026 between 10 and 11am. The
sky was clear with few clouds and the temperature was between 6 and 8 degrees

Celsius during the count. There was little wind and increasing sun. We did not
feed birds.
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This year, in light of the significance of the challenge, a new tactic was adopted
which involved posting counter at the window in Clare’s office and also at the
door behind the old Sunday School room. This gave a greater visibility of the
Graden. The tallies were then reconciled but only the greatest total number of
birds seen from one station (at the same time and not in the air) was included for
each type of bird. . ;

Our statistics were as follows:

Starling: 1 (1 in front garden, 1 at
back);

Thrush-song: 2 (both at back);

Tat: 2 (both at back where favourite
tree is situated);

Blackbird: 4 (2 in front garden, 4 at
back);

Chaffinch: 6 (all in front garden);

Fantail: 3 (1 in front garden, 3 at
back);

Greenfinch: 2 (both in front garden)

Sparrow - house: 8 (8 in front
garden/spotted on the roof, 7 at back);

Goldfinch: 2 (both at back);

Silvereye: 4 (3 in front garden, 4 at
back);

Swallow - welcome: 1 (in front
garden);

Yellowhammer: 1 (on front lawn atop
deciduous #1).

Total birds: 36.

To the apparent delight of the Opoho congregation we have won the trophy
which the Rev. Brendon McRae will deliver to Opoho at the service on 23



August 2026. The trophy will stay with Opoho
for six months before returning to Flagstaff so
that they can enjoy it.

Correction

In the July edition of the Opoho Signal I
published an article which incorrectly referred
to the new Pentecost Kahu as a Dove. The new
Kahu replaces the previous Dove. There are a
number of excellent bird spotters at Opoho
Church and I doubt you were fooled.

This is a good excuse for another picture of the
Kahu, this time flying over an olive tree.

Opoho Church Quiz and

Dessert Night

This year’s Quiz and Dessert Night will be
held in the hall on Saturday 22 August, at
6.30 p.m. There is no need to make a team
in advance; we can do that on the night (up
to four people per team). It’s a social quiz
with only small prizes but there will be
bragging rights! Bring a yuammy dessert for
a potluck during halftime. All are welcome!

Church Fair
Saturday 19 September,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

How can you help?

You can sort out some things to donate (drop off after 7
September).

You can bake (a little closer to the time perhaps).

You can put up posters and distribute leaflets (in August).

You can tell all your friends.

You can volunteer to work at a stall, to set up, or to tidy up (email Abby at
abigailmarionsmith@gmail.com
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Presbyterian Support Foodbank .\3\- greSbytterian
% Suppor

Otago

You can bring goods (nothing frozen
or perishable) to church on any
Sunday or you can make a cash
donation for the Foodbank via their
website www.psotago.org.nz

Photo of (and by) Jane of a recent
delivery of goods to the Presbyterian
Support Foodbank.

Remembering Fay Grant

Walking up Mt Cargill recently, I came across a lovely reminder of Fay. As well
as supporting the memorial seat in our garden, the family placed another seat
strategically. It sits at the junction of the track from Bethune’s Gully and the
route past the Organ Pipes.

Philip Somerville
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Rest and be thankful

The Jam Palace is open every day in
the Hall Lobby — it will be operating
as normal this winter, even though
Abby is away. Just spread it on your
toast and send the money to her!
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Interfaith Matters

News of the ceasefire agreement reached between Israel and Hamas on the
3rd of October 2025 were met with celebrations and joyous scenes in both
Gaza and Israel, though residents on both sides of the devastating war
expressed trepidation that a deal may still fall through.

There is a difference between “Cease fire” and “Peace”. These two words
are often used together, but they do not mean the same thing. Ceasefire
means the fighting has stopped for a certain time, but the main problem
may still remain. It can be temporary, planned or agreed by both sides while
discussions continue. Peace means the conflict is truly over and people can
return to a calm, safe and stable life. It shows a complete end to war,
violence or serious disagreement.

That is why a ceasefire is not always the same as permanent peace.

People of all different faiths gathered
at All Saints’ Anglican Church on the
evening of the 21st of July 2026 to
hear Dr. Lamma Mansour speak

on the topic Bearing Witness:
Palestinian Christian

Perspectives - How should Christians
respond to violence

and injustice in the Holy Land?

Dr. Mansour was born and raised in
Nazareth. She is currently residing in
Jerusalem.

Despite the announcement of the ceasefire ten months ago,
over 1,150 Palestinians have been killed and thousands more injured by
Israeli military fire in Gaza.

There are over 900 checkpoints across the West Bank. This has caused
significant traffic jams, aggravating the suffering of tens of thousands of
residents who struggle to reach their workplaces, schools, and universities,
and restricting their freedom of movement. What might have taken a
parent five minutes to drive their child to school now takes half an hour.



People have physical and physiological scars. They wonder what tomorrow
might bring.

Dr. Mansour encourages us to pay attention to situations around us, even if
these situations are difficult to look at.

In Jeremiah 23:16, God warns the Israelites, "Do not listen to what the
prophets are prophesying to you; they fill you with false hopes. They speak
visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord".

While Dr. Mansour is not optimistic about the situation in Gaza, she has
hope. Hope in God.

Jesus said during his sermon on the Mount “Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9).

Amongst the killing of innocent victims in Gaza and the rubble of destroyed
homes, where is Jesus in all of this?

Dr. Mansour reflected on a Christmas sermon preached by the Rev. Dr
Munther Isaac, a Palestinian pastor from Bethlehem, who said that if Christ
were born today, he would be born under the rubble in Gaza. Jesus arrived
2,000 years ago in a cave-come-stable, to an un-wed family, living under a
brutal military occupation, soon-to-be refugees in Egypt. If he were born
today, would he not come in a similar context of persecution? Would he not
starve and struggle amongst the families of Gaza?
“To weep with those who weep" (Romans 12:15).

Benjamin Thew

Operation Cover Up

Knitted woollen squares (20cmx20cm) are still needed to make blankets for to
cold parts of the world where such goods are not readily available.

The Mission Without Borders coordinator has suggested using darker wool
colours, as some of the blankets are used by homeless people, and light colours
can get discoloured easily. Knitted wool garments for children older than five,
teenagers, and adults also welcome (scarves, gloves, hats, jumpers). No baby or
toddler garments thanks.

Marian Weaver



Fellowship Winter Soup Kitchen Lunch

Our annual lunch had a full house with 50 people and the vibe was great.
Our Weaver’s Group and Steady As you Go members along with others in
our community celebrated a day where the rain stopped and good food
and company was just what was required.

Thank you to our quiz master, Big Ben Strang (Bron’s boy) - the quiz
helped people to mix and learn about our neighbourhood. The food was
amazing and we were able to send 2 home deliveries to folks who were
unable to attend plus many folks went home with soup and sweet treats.
What an amazing support crew both on the day and behind the scenes-
Chris, Shona, Benjamin, Fiona, Big Ben, Marian, Christine, Alison, Meegan,
Mary, Clare, Jenny. A special thanks to our three Farquharson street young
people who were amazing servers and toast makers. We are delighted
that fellowship Group will be able to make a donation to Presbyterian
Support from the Koha received.

Chris and Miriam




Lectionary for August and September 2026

Sunday 2 August — 10th Sunday after Pentecost

Gen 32:22-31 | Ps17:1-7,15 | Rom 9: 1-5 | Mt 14: 13-21

Sunday 9 August — 11th Sunday after Pentecost

Gen 37: 1-4, Ps 105: 1-6, 16-22, | Rom 10: 5-15 Mt 14: 22-33

12-28 45b

Sunday 16 August — 12th Sunday after Pentecost

Gen 45: 1-15 Ps 133 Rom 11: 1-2a, Mt 15: (10-20),

29-32 21-28

Sunday 23 August — 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Ex 1:8-2:10 | Ps 124 | Rom 12: 1-8 | Mt 16: 13-20

Sunday 30 August — 14th Sunday after Pentecost

Ex 3: 1-15 Ps 105; 1-6, Rom 12: 9-21 Mt 16: 21-28
23-26, 45b

Season of Creation 1-27 September

Sunday 6 September — 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Ex 12: 1-14 Ps 149 Rom 13: 8-14 Mt 18: 15-20

Sunday 13 September — 16th Sunday after Pentecost

Ex 14: 19-31 Ps 114 or Rom 14: 1-12 Mt 18: 21-35
Ex 15: 1b-11, 20-
21

Sunday 20 September — 17th Sunday after Pentecost

Ex 16: 2-15 Ps 105: 1-6, Phil* 1: 21-30 Mt 20: 1-16
37-45

Sunday 27 September — 18th Sunday after Pentecost

Ex 17: 1-7 Ps 78: 1-4, 12-16 | Phil 2: 1-13 Mt 21: 23-32




Coming Events: August and September 2026

2 August ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind,
Communion

9 August ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Carol Grant

12 August ~ Wednesday

7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance
Committee, Minister’s Office

13 August ~ Thursday

2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison
Lounge

16 August ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind

18 August ~ Tuesday

7.30 p.m.: Christian Development
Committee, Morrison Lounge

20 August ~ Thursday

Material due for September Opoho Signal

22 August ~ Saturday

6.30 p.m.: Quiz and Dessert Night

23 August ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Brendon
McRae

27 August ~ Thursday

7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison
Lounge

30 August ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Jane Bloore

6 September ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind,
Quarterly Communion

9 September ~ Wednesday

7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance
Committee, Minister’s Office

10 September ~ Thursday

2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison
Lounge

13 September ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, Marian Weaver

19 September ~ Saturday

Church Fair

20 September ~ Sunday

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind
Material due for October Opoho Signal

24 September ~ Thursday

7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison
Lounge

27 September ~ Sunday

Daylight saving begins — clocks go
forward one hour

10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Clare Lind,
followed by a shared lunch

Deadline for next Opoho Signal — Thursday 20 August
Please send all material for the next Opoho Signal to
Gregor Macaulay, 88 Forfar Street, Mornington, Dunedin 9011,
email gregor.macaulay@outlook.com
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